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Jo RN vii. 17. 


If any Man will do bis Will, he Hall know 
of the Doctrine whether it be of God, or 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf. 


FAT is of great Conſequence to us 
l do be preſerved from Miſtakes in 
Religion. As Religion has a 


v1 
14 conſiderable Influence on Men's 
= Behaviour, wrong Notions of it 
have, of all other Things, done the got 


Hurt to Society. Some of theſe Miſtakes 
have been of ſuch a Nature as to encourage 
Men in the moſt extravagant Practices, as 
our bleſſed Saviour foretells would be the Caſe 
with the Fews, Jobn xvi. 2,3. The Time 
cometh, ſays he to his Diſciples, that whoſo- 
ever killeth you, ſhall think that he doth G 

2 Service : 


Service: and theſe Things will they do unto you, 
becauſe they have not known the Father nor me. 


Our Notions in Religion will affect Sur eternal 


Concerns : No Man is carried to Heaven 
blindfold; it is by the Knowledge of the 
Truth, influencing our Temper and Practice, 
that we are formed and trained up for the 
Happineſs of another World : And what a 
Pity is it we ſhould miſtake in a Matter in 
which our everlaſting Happineſs is concerned ! 
Miftakes may be ſuppoſed ſo groſs, and of ſo 
fatal a Nature, as to carry Men ſtill farther 
out of the Way to Happineſs; and to hurry 
them on the faſter, and the more ſecurely, to 
utter Miſery. | | | 


BuT what Way ſhall we be able to diſtin- 
guiſh Truth from Falſhood in theſe Matters, 
about which there always has been, and ſtill 
is, ſuch an infinite Variety of Sentiments in 
the World ? Some, willing to lay hold on any 
Thing that may countenance them in Sloth 
and Negligence, may be diſpos'd to conclude, 
without more ado, that this is a Thing im- 
poſſible, at leaſt for them, who have not the 
like Abilities, and Advantages of Learning, 
with others; and they hope, if they ſhould 
remain ignorant, or miſtaken about Matters of 
Religion, God will not lay that to their 
Charge which, they ſay, it is impoſſible for 
them to help. Others, who have this Matter 
ſeriouſly at Heart, may be perplexed in their 


— 
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own Minds, when they think of the vaſt Di- 
verſity of Sentiments in the World about Re- 
gion ; and would gladly know how they ſhall 
be ſure of attaining, or be ſatisfied as to their 
having attained, to any certain Diſcovery of 
religious Truth. Now the Words I have 
read ſerve at once to take away all Excuſe 
from the Careleſs and Indolent, and to give 
Satisfaction to the ſincere Lover of Truth, 
repreſenting the Diſcovery of this as poſſible 
and eaſy to be attained. | 


Tur Yews had been ſtruck with Admira- 
tion at our Saviour's Doctrine, tho' not ſin- 
cerely diſpoſed to embrace it; wondering 
whence he had ſo much Knowledge and 
Wiſdom: this gives Occaſion for what lays, 
ver. 16. My Doctrine is not mine, but his that 
ſent me. As he appeared in the World, and 

delivered his Doctrine in the Character of the 
great Prophet and Meſſenger of Heaven; he 
aſſerts, that his Doctrine was not to be looked 
upon as of his own Invention, formed for 
getting a Name to himſelf; but that he was 
{ent of God, and the Doctrine he taught was 
what he had received from God. And, as 
to the Way how People ſhould come to the 
Knowledge of this, he adds, in the Words of 
my Text, IF any Man will do his Will, is de- 
| firous to do the Will of God; he ſhall know 
of, or concerning, the Doctrine, whether it be 


of God, or whether I ſpeak, meerly, of myſelf. 
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Our Saviour ſpeaks to Perſons who — 
a Regard to Truth; and of ſuch it is ſup- 
poſed, that all of them are not qualified for 
ſearching after it and diſcerning it : the great 
Qualification for this is a ſincere Deſire to 
do the Will of God; this would enable them 
to examine his Pretenſions ſucceſsfully: So 
that this 1s here repreſented as the great Qua- 
lification for enquiring, with Succeſs, into 
Truth in Matters of Religion, which will 
enable People to diſcover the Truth, and 
preſerve them from Error and Impoſture. 


W1TH reſpect to this Point, I ſhall WR 
it my Buſineſs, by Divine Alliance, to do 
theſe following Things, 


I. To lay open this Character, A fincere * 
fire to do the Will of God. 


II. To explain, how far I mean to aſſert; 
That Perſons of this Character are ſure of 
diſcovering the Truth, and of being pre- 
ſerved from Miſtakes in Religion. | 


III. To prove what I ſhall have explained. 
And then, 


IV. To make Improvement of the Whole. | 


I. I a to lay open to you the Character 
expreſſed in theſe Words, if on any Man will do, f 
deſires or reſolves to do, 7 Will of God. 


l 


ki * 
ſhall conſider this with Regard to thoſe other 
Characters of pretended | Lovers of Truth, 
from which it is to by —_ —_— 


1. Tm Character is to be convdered as 
_ diſtinguiſhed from thoſe: of great ' Abilities 
and Learning. Theſe are, no doubt, great 
Advantages to a Man, when joyned with a 
good Diſpoſition of Mind; they will enable 
him to carry his Enquiries a more conſiderable 
Length, and are particularly requiſite for 
qualifying one to be a ſucceſsful Inſtructor 
of others: but it was not deſigned, that Re- 
ligion ſhould be accommodated only to the 
Underſtandings of the Learned; it is brought 
down to the loweſt Capacities. To under- 
ſtand the great Things belonging to it, and 
diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood and Impo- 
ſture, the principal Thing required, is an 
honeſt Heart and fincere good Meaning. 
Where this is wanting, the moſt extraordi- 
nary Parts and Learning will be found to prove 
no great Advantage, but rather perhaps the 
contrary. As Knowledge ſeparated from Good- 
neſs pufferh up; ſuch a Perfon, with all his 
boaſted Abilities, may run the greateſt Ha- 
zard of knowing nothing to Purpoſe, of mi- 
ſtaking and l to himſelf theſe 
Things which he pretends to know: his Con- 
ceit is apt to make him leſs exact in his Re- 
ſearches, poſitive and inflexible in theſe Opi- 
nions he hath embraced, incapable of receiv- 


- ing 
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ing further Light from others, and liable to 
be prejudiced againſt any who may offer 
this to him. From thjs Character is to be 
_ diſtinguiſhed, a ſincere good Diſpoſition and 
honeſt Intention; as that which will lead moſt 
ſuccesfully to the Diſcovery of divine Truth, 
amidſt all falſe Pretenſions; and will ſecure 
a Man from Miſtakes, in a great Meaſure, 
even without the Advantage of a learned 
Education. 


2. THE Character, in my Text, is diſtin- 
guiſhed from that of a mere curious ſpecula- 
tive Enquirer; by this, that it propoſes the 
Doing of what may appear to be the Will of 
God, as the great Deſign to which all our 
Enquiries about Religion ate to be made ſub- 
ſervient. There are many, alas, of thoſe, 
who ſeem to be ſenſible, in general, of the 
Importance of embracing the true Religion; 
who are unhappily prepoſſeſſed with one fun- 
damental Miſtake about the great Deſign of 
it, turning it into a Piece of meer Specula- 
tion. Being very conceited of their own 
Judgments, or blindly fond of theſe Senti- 
ments in which they have brought up, their 
whole Concern has been engaged in main- 
taining their own particular Opinions : to be 
of their Side of the Queſtion has been thought 
of the greateſt Importance : this hath been 
reckoned the chief Thing to be minded; 
and ſo the main Streſs of Religion has come 
to 


[9] 
to be laid on a ſound Belief. In Oppoſition 
to this, the Character in my Text, carries in 
it a ſincere Deſign to do the Will of God, as 
that which leads a Man on in his religious 
Enquiries. This ſuppoſes the firm Belief of 
a God, of his infinite Goodneſs, Power, and 
Wiſdom, and other Perfections; ſuch a Be- 
lief as is not meerly the mechanical Product 
of Education and Cuſtom, but eſtabliſhed 
upon reaſonable Grounds and Conſiderati- 
ons: From this ariſes a Regard to God, as a 
Being infinitely great and good; a Senſe of 
the Importance of being on good Terms 
with him, and the indiſpenſible Obligations 
we are under to do what is agreeable to him: 
A Conformity to him, and to his Will, is 


regarded as the great Honour and Happineſs 


of Men; to direct and influence us to this, is 
conſidered as the great Deſign, which any 
true Religion, any Doctrine which is trul 

from God, muſt have in View, and for the 
ſake of which alone it is valuable. It being 
the Language of ſuch a Perſon, through the 
whole Courſe of his Enquiries about Reli- 
gion, * Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
he carries along with him a «ſettled Reſolu- 
tion to put in Practice whatever ſhall appear 
to be the Will of God; to make that his 
chief Care and Study, which he ſhall find 
God himſelf lays the greateſt Streſs upon: 


* Acts ix. 6. 
B And 
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And accordingly he ſhews this to be his ſin- 
cere Diſpoſition, by actually conforming 
himſelf to whatever, upon due Examination, 
appears to be the Will of God, having Re- 
ſpect to all his Commands, without excepting 
any one Thing which he finds God requires, 
and chiefly minding and purſuing what God 
himſelf principally inſiſts upon. 


3. Tris Character ſtands oppoſed to the 
Conduct of thoſe, who, without a deliberate 
Enquiry after the Truth, are governed by 
Humour and Fancy in their Opinions, or 
yield a blind Submiſſion to human Autho- 

rity. Some are, in their religious Opinions, 

immediately determined by meer Fancy: 

Whatever pleaſes their preſent Humour and 

Taſte, without undergoing a reaſonable Ex- 

amination, eaſily prevails with them; what- 

ever does not ſuit this, is, without more 

ado, rejected by them. This is what the, 
Apoſtle obſeryes to have been the Caſe with 
the Generality of both Jews and Gentiles, 
1 Cor. i. 22. The Jews, ſays he, require a 

Sign They built much upon extraordinary 

Signs from Hgaven, ſuch as ſhould give a 

great deal of awful Pomp and outward Splen- 

dor to the Appearance of their Meſſiah: 

And the Greeks, ſaith the Apoſtle, /eek after 

Hiſdem: They dealt much in Sophiſtry, and 

a great Shew of Learning and empty Elo- 

quence; and it was by this they were diſpos d 

to 


1 

to judge of any Perſon, who pretended to 
any thing of an extraordinary Character: 
And therefore the Doctrine of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles was rejected by both Jews 
and Greeks, as not anſwering the Demands 
which their Humour and Fancy ſuggeſted ; 

the Doctrine of Chriſt crucified was to the 
Jeus a ſtumbling Block, and to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſ5. Others are governed in their Sen- 
timents by human Authority. This too was 
partly the Caſe with the Jews: They had 
ſurrendered themſelves to the abſolute Con- 
duct of their pretended Guides; the prevail- 
ing Argument with them, was, * Have at 
of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on 

im ? This 1s the Way, by which thoſe of 
the Church of Rome have pretended to ſecure 
People from Errors and Miſtakes, and have 
in Reality detained them in the groſſeſt De- 
luſions. This is what many People are 
liable to fall into: through Indolence and 
Careleſneſs they take up their Religion as 
they find it formed to their Hand; or their 
Regard to Men of Character, not being go- 
verned by Reaſon, excludes the Conſidera- 
tion of that Frailty which remains with the 
beſt, and inſenſibly produces a blind Sub- 
miſſion to their Judgments. But a ſincere 
Deſire to do the Will of God, being founded 
in Reaſon, proceeds in a rational Way to- 


7 Jobn vii. 48. 
B 2 ward 
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ward the Diſcovery of the Truth, and car- 
ries along with it a ſerious and unbiaſſed 
Examination of whatever is pretended to be 
God's Will. One of this Character, being ſen- 
ſible of how great Importance 1t 1s to have 
juſt Notions of the divine Will, ſpares no 
Pains for attaining to theſe, and ayoiding 
Miſtakes about it ; and admits of nothing as 
ſuch, but upon good and ſufficient Evidence. 
What is preſented to him as a Revelation 
from God, commands his Attention ; he ſets 
himſelf to the cloſeſt Examination of its Pre- 
tenſions, reckoning this a Matter in which 
he has the greateſt Concern : Having found 
its Pretenſions to be good, he carefully en- 
quires into the Meaning of it; he reads it 
frequently, and meditates upon it, and makes 
Uſe of all proper Helps for leading him to 
the Underſtanding of it; particularly of 
what Aſſiſtance and Inſtruction he can re- 
ceive from thoſe of good Abilities, and who 
have it for their profeſſed Buſineſs to be 
Guides to others : This, I ſay, he improves 
as an Help to him; but remembring that the 
beſt may err, he does not give up his Judg- 
ment to be abſolutely governed by them. 
What he hath thus diſcovered to be the Will 
of God, he reaſonably adheres to, not ſuffer- 
ing himſelf to be beat out of his Sentiments 
by the Force of Authority: yet ſtill, from 
the Senſe of his Liableneſs to Miſtakes, he is 
ready to hearken to fair Reaſoning, and to 


allow 
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allow his Opinions to be freely canvaſſed. 
And, in fine, according to this Temper of 
his Mind, which fincerely regards the divine 
Approbation, what he thus admits as a ſuf- 
ficient Intimation of the divine Will, he re- 
ſolutely conforms his Practice to, without 
Fear 'of Man's Judgment, To this Purpoſe 
are theſe Exhortations, 1 TH. v. 20, 21. 
Deſpiſe not Propheſyings ; prove all Things; 
hold faſt that which is good. 1 John iv. 1. 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, whether they are of God. Tis only 
in this Way that a Man can pretend to do 
the Will of God. No Man can be thought 
| ſincerely diſpoſed to this, who is careleſs of 
informing himſelf about it, and obtaining 
Juſt Views of it: that Perſon cannot be juſtly 
faid to do God's Will, even while he does 
what happens to be agreeable to it, while he 
himſeif is either not convinced of its being fo, 
or, which is the ſame Thing, does not know 


why he thinks 1o. 


4. Tris Regard to the Will of God is ſup- 
poſed to be the prevailing Temper of a Man's 
Mind : and this diſtinguiſhes him from ſome, 
who, though they have ſomething of a De- 
fire to know and do God's Will, and would 
be thought to examine and judge for them- 
ſelves; yet being, in the Main, governed by 
their Paſſions, theſe have the ſecret Direction 
of ir judgments. Such have ſome natural 
Impreſſions 


L 14 ] 

Impreſſions of a God, of his awful Majeſty, 
and of an eternal State ; they tremble ar the 
Thought of his Wrath, and of everlaſting 
Miſery ; they would gladly be ſecured of 
eternal Happineſs : In the mean Time, they 
are habitually under the Power of their Luſts, 
the Love of this World, and the Pleaſures of 
Sin, their Pride, Malice, and other evil Paſ- 
fions : The Effect of which is, that, while 
they are ſome way concerned about Reli- 
gion, and taken up in enquiring into it, their 
prevailing Paſſions repreſent Things to them 
in a falſe Light ; as a diſeaſed Eye gives a 
wrong Colour to the Objects preſented to it. 
Theſe Paſſions have a ſecret Influence on 
their Judgments, ſo as to make their Notions 
in Religion to correſpond with their Inclina- 
tions. 'But in the Character in my Text, a 
Deſire to know and do the Will of God is 
ſuppoſed to be the prevailing Principle of a 
Man's Mind, and to have the Command of 
his other Paſſions and Affections. Not that 
theſe are ſuppoſed abſolutely ſubdued: they 
may be apt ſometimes to riſe in a good Man's 
Mind, and ſecretly to influence his Judgment 
in ſome particular Caſes : But, in the main, 
they are brought in Subjection to a prevailing 
Regard to God and his Will. The good 
Man ſets himſelf, in his Enquiries, to have 
no Regard to the gratifying of his Paſſions; is 
at Pains to diveſt himſelf of theſe, and to 
make a calm and deliberate Judgment of 

Things ; 
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Things; and is ready to receive and embrace 
what appears to be God's Will, however it 
may contradict his ſenſual Inclinations and 
particular Humours. 


HavixG thus laid open this Character ex- 
preſſed. in my Text, I proceed, 


II. To explain to you how far I mean to 
aſſert, that ſuch as ſincerely deſire to know 
and do the Will of God, are ſecured from 
Miſtakes in Religion. To ſet forth this Mat- 
ter diſtinctly, there are firſt a few Things to 
be obſerved. | 


MisTAKEs about Religion are of two 
Kinds: one is rejecting what is really from 
God, and belongs to his Will ; the other is 
receiving that as from God, or a true Doctrine, 
which is not ſo. Both theſe Kinds of Miſ- 
takes may be ſuppoſed to take Place, either 
as to a pretended Revelation in general, or as 
to particular Doctrines alledged to be con- 
tained in a Revelation already acknowledged: 
People may reject what is truly a divine Re- 
velation; or they may embrace that as ſuch 
which is a mere Impoſture: And as to a 
Revelation already acknowledged for true and 
genuine, as Chriſtianity is by us, People may 
be in a Miſtake, as to particular Doctrines, 
alledged to be contained in it, rejecting what 
is really a Doctrine of Chriſtianity, or main- 

taining 
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taining what is not ſo, or is really contrary 
to it. With reſpect to the particular Doctrines 
of the true Religion, ſome are of greater and 
others of leſs Importance, according to the 
Concern they have with the main Deſign. 
The great Deſign of Chriſtianity is to direct 
and influence us to do the Will of God, by 
which we are trained up to that Conformi 

to him, in which conſiſts the Glory and 
Happineſs of our Natures; and all the parti- 
cular Parts of Chriſtianity derive their Degrees 
of Importance from their Relation to, and 
Connection with this Deſign. Thoſe Doc- 
trines which are ſo neceſſary to encourage and 
promote Goodneſs and Holineſs, that, with- 
out the Belief of them, a Man can't be holy 
and good, thoſe are of the greateſt Moment ; 
ſuch as are of Advantage to be believed for 
doing God's Will, but not abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to this, are of a leſs Degree of Impor- 
tance. In like manner, ſuch Errors as are 
evidently deſtructive of a good Practice, are 


the moſt fatal; thoſe that are not ſo perni- 
cious in their Influence are of ſmaller Conſi- 


deration. Theſe Things being premiſed, 


will make way for the more diſtinct ſtati 
of this Point; How far a ſincere Deſire to 


know and do God's Will, ſhall prove a ſuf- 
ficient Preſervative from Miſtakes in Reli- 
gion. And, 
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1. Tx1s is chiefly to be underſtood with 
reſpect to more groſs and dangerous Errors. 
It is not to be doubted that thoſe who fin- 
cerely deſire, and intend to do the Will of 
God, fall into ſmaller Miſtakes, ſuch as are 
not inconſiſtent with a Practice, in the main, 
coming up to their ſincere Intention. As it 
is acknowledged that ſome Things, which are 
not of abſolute Neceſſity to be known and be- 
lieved in order to Salvation, are more obſcure- 
ly revealed, every honeſt Mind may not be 
capable of apprehending theſe diſtinctly: in 
particular Caſes, where the Application of 
the general Rules is not immediately obvious, 
ſuch may miſtake their Duty. Hence is 
there, and always muſt be, in this dark State, 
* a Diverſity of Sentiments about ſmaller 
Matters, among Perſons of a ſincere good 
Diſpoſition. Their Security then muſt be 
underſtood chiefly to take Place, with reſpect 
to Matters of greater Importance and Neceſ- 
ſity, on which the Deſign of all Religion does 
either entirely, or very much depend ; the 
diſtinguiſhing a true from a pretended Reve- 
lation; the diſcerning theſe Doctrines, the 
Knowledge and Belief of which is neceſſaty 
to a good Practice; and theſe Errors which 
are, in their Conſequences, fatal to Good- 
nels, h 


1 Cor. Xiii. 12. 
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2. If ſuch ſhould at any Time fall into 
Miſtakes which have a dangerous Appearance, 
they ſhall nevertheleſs be preſerved from the 
alem Influence of theſe, and ſhall in 
Time come at the Diſcovery of the Truth in 
theſe Matters. It may perhaps be ſuppos'd 
that ſuch as are, in their general Courſe, in- 
fluenced by a ſincere Inclination to do God's 
Will, may, in a particular Inſtance, fall into 
a Miſtake, which ſeems threat'ning to the 
Intereſts of Virtue : This may ſerve for wiſe 
Purpoſes in the divine Conduct, ſuch as to 
teach others, and themſelves too upon the 
Diſcovery, the Frailty of human Nature, and 
the Weakneſs of our Underſtandings, and to 
inſpire them with humble Thoughts of them- 
ſelves. Yet to do God's Will being their 
habitual and prevailing Defire, they ſhall 
eſcape the dangerous Influence of ſuch a 
Miſtake, which might prove fatal to others; 
and it is reaſonable to believe that, in the 
Courſe of their Enquiries, they ſhall come to 
diſcover their Error. See to this Purpoſe, 
Phil. iii. 15. Let us, fays the Apoſte, as 
many as be perfect, be thus minded : and if in 
any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God fhall 
reveal even this unto you. If in any thing ye 
be otherwiſe minded: You'll obſerve that 
what the Apoſtle ſeems to be referring to was 
of ſome Conſequence ; the Liberty wherewith 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt had made them free, from Circumci- 
ſion, and the other Ceremonies of the Fewiſh 
Church ; the introducing of which into 
Chriſtianity might prove very prejudicial to it, 
as it had no ſmall Tendency to lead People's 
Minds off from the great Deſign and ſubſtantial 
Parts of it: As to this, ſays he, if in any 
thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal, 


or make known, even this unto you. 


3. Tats honeſt Diſpoſition of Mind will 
help us to get gradually above even ſmaller 
Errors. The beſt have need to grow in the 
Knowledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
his Will; and having this for their ſincere 
Deſire, they ſhall fill he correcting their 
Miſtakes, and attaining to clearer and more 
diſtinet Views of Things. And now, to give 
you full Satisfaction, it will be needfiul i 


III. To inſiſt a little in confirming what I 
have ſet forth: in proving, that ſuch as ſin- 
cerely deſire to do the Will of God, are, 
thus far as has been explained, ſecured of 
coming at the Truth, and eſcaping Miſtakes 
in Matters of Religion. Let us conſider, for 
this Purpoſe, the ſollowing Particulars. 


1. Tur God hath furniſhed us with all 
the neceſſary Means of diſtinguiſhing Truth 
GY from 
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from Falſhood i in theſe Matters. From this 
it will appear, * hy 


2. 'THArT groſs and dangerous Miſtakes, 
or, at leaſt, continuing in theſe, can pro- 
ceed from no other Cauſes, than ſuch as 
are inconſiſtent with a Man's being uniformly 
influenced by a ſincere Deſire to do God's 
Will; and that one of this Character ſhall be 
fill making his Way to clearer and more 
diſtinct Views of religious Truths. 


. That Perſons of this Character are 
piniculatty qualified for readily diſcerning the 
principal Evidence of a Poctrine truly divine, 


viz. its being worthy of God, and ſuitable to 
his Nature. 


4. TkAr God is ready to give effectual 
Aſſiſtance to ſuch Perſons in their En- 
quiries. 


1. Gop hath furniſhed us with all the 
neceſſary Means of diſtinguiſhing Truth from 
Falſhood in religious Matters. He hath en- 
dued us with Reaſon and Underſtanding, by 
which we are capable of ſearching after 
Truth, and difcerning it when preſented to 
us with juſt Evidences. At the ſame time, 
as it was ſuitable to the divine Goodneſs, fo 
far to compaſſionate the natural Ignorance 


and 
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and Weakneſs of Mankind, as to grant them 
an expreſs Reyelation from himſelf, of theſe 
Things, that are neceſſary for training them 
up to Virtue and Happineſs; it is but conſi- 
ſent with this to ſuppoſe, that this Reve- 
lation muſt certainly be accompanied with 
ſufficient Evidence of its being divine. Other- 
wiſe it would not be accommodated to rea- 
ſonable Creatures: To require us to believe 
it, would be to make it the firſt Step to our 
being religious, that we ſhould renounce our 
Reaſon, by which alone we are capable of 
being religious; to make it the firſt Thing 
in the Service of God, to reſolve to act 
without Judgment: This would be to de- 
mand our Aſſent in ſuch a Way as would, at 
the ſame Time, give as free and unlimitted 
Acceſs to Impoſture, This is what we can 
never ſuppoſe of a wiſe and good Being, 
A Revelation or Doctrine which is truly 
from God, will carry in itſelf ſome Cha- 
raters of a Divine Original; it muſt be 
worthy of its Author, and ſuitable to his 
Nature : What a Being of infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs judges worthy to be revealed 
to Mankind, in an extraordinary Way, muſt 
be of ſuch a Nature, as has a Tendency to 
make Men good and happy; it muſt be a * 
Doctrine according to Godlineſs, Thus a true 


* 1 Tim. vi. 3. 
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Revelation from God muft needs be ac- 
companied with ſufficient Evidence, by 
which it is to be diſtinguiſhed from a falſe 
Pretence. 


As Chriſtianity is, upon good Grounds, 
acknowledged by us for a true divine Reve- 
lation; ſo ſufficient Proviſion is made for our 
coming at a due Underſtanding of the neceſ- 
fary and important Doctrines of it, and diſtin- 
guiſhing theſe from what may be falſely ob- 
truded upon Chriſtianity, We may be per- 
ſuaded that all neceſſary Points contained in 
it are among the Things which are clearly ſer 
forth: Theſe Things, I mean, which have a 
more immediate Relation to, and Connection 
with Virtue; theſe Things, the Knowledge of 
which is neceſſary to promote and ſupport 
true Goodneſs, and the Importance of which 
did chiefly make a Revelation needful; theſe 
Things, I ſay, we may be ſure, are to be 
found among the Things which are clearl 
revealed. There may be good Reaſons Wh. 


other Things, which are not of that Conſe- 


quence, ſhould be more obſcurely delivered. 
The firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, in accom- 
modating themſelves to thoſe whom they 


more immediately addreſſed, may well be ſup- 


poſed to have frequently alluded to Cuſtoins 
and Facts very well known to them, but 
which we cannot have fo diſtin a Know- 


ledge 
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ledge of at this Diſtance of Time: And it is 
natural enough to think that, in the mean 
Time, Doctrines of univerſal Concern were de- 
livered in Terms which might be always un- 
derſtood; other Things, of particular Uſe to 
thoſe to whom immediately they were ſpoken 
or wrote, but not of that univerſal Impor- 
tance with the other, might be expreſſed in a 
Stile, which they indeed were well acquainted 
with, but, which Length of Time hath ren- 
dered obſcurer to us. That Things of leſs 
Importance, the Diſcovery of which may in- 
deed be of Uſe to Virtue, but is not abſolute- 
ly neceflary for the Support of it; that theſe, 
I fay, ſhould be left ſomewhat obſcure, may 
ſerve for ſome good Purpoſes: It gives Occa- 
ſion for ſome particular Exerciſes of Love and 
Charity; ſuch as mutual Forbearance amidſt 
our different Ways of Thinking: as it gives 
Place for different Degrees of Knowledge and 
Improvement among Chriſtians, it affords 
Opportunity for thoſe who are farther ad- 
vanced, to exerciſe their Love, in * bearing 
the Infirmities of the Weak, and communicating 
to them further Meaſures of Knowledge. 
Theſe are among the Exerciſes of Charity be- 
longing to this Stare of Trial, by which we 
are trained up to a State of Perfection. Bur 
certainly all theſe Things, the Knowledge 
and Belief of which is more immediately ne- 


'* Row. xv. 1. 
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ceſſary to a good Practice, muſt, in a true 
Revelation, be delivered in ſo plain a Man- 
ner, as People, even of ordinary Capacities, 
may readily come at the Apprehenſion of 
them, by the due Uſe of their Faculties, and 
the Means of Knowledge. A Revelation ob- 
ſcure in theſe very Articles, for the Sake of 
which chiefly a Revelation was requiſite, 
would be unworthy of God : This would be 
to trifle with the Weakneſs and Ignorance 
of his poor Creatures: it would be for God 


Almighty to act ny with him 
felt. 


Bur that Mankind might have all Ad van- 
tages for diſcovering the Truth, a further 
Help is provided for them in the ſtanding 
Means of Inſtruction. Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel have it for their particular Buſineſs to 
ſtudy the Word of God, and to lay open and 
ſet before People the great Things belonging 
to Religion, with the Evidences of them; b 
which the apprehending of theſe, and diftin- 
guiſhing them from groſs Errors, is render'd 
ſtill more eaſy to People. Thus, God hath 
furniſhed us with all the neceſſary Means of 
diſtinguiſhing Truth from Falſhood in religi- 
ous Matters. From this it appears, 

2. THAT groſs and dangerous Miſtakes, 
or, at leaſt, continuing in theſe, can _— 

rom 
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from no other Cauſes,” than ſuch as are in- 
conſiſtent with a Man's being uniformly 
influenced by a fincere Deſire to do the Will 
of God; and that a Perſon of this Character 
ſhall be ſtill making his Way to clearer and 
more diſtin Views of religions Truths, 
Notwithſtanding what hath been faid, People 
may confound Truth with Falſhood in the 
groſſeſt Manner, if they are careleſs and 
inattentive ; if they don't exerciſe theſe Fa- 
culties which God hath given them, or if they 
are blinded with Prejudices. What hath been 
ſaid of the clear Evidences, with which a 
true Revelation muſt needs be accompanied, 
and of the Plainneſs of the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion in all neceſſary and eſſential Points, ill 
leaves Place for the Neceſſity of a diligent 
and ſerious Exerciſe of our reaſonable Pow- 
ers and Faculties. 'Tis enough that God 
hath made the great Things, that are of Im- 
portance to us, ſo plain and obvious, as that 
we may eſcape Miſtakes by due Pains and 
Application. If People won't be at Pains to 
think and examine for themſelves, but reſign 
their Judgments to human Authority, and 
reſolve juſt to believe as the Church believes, 
it depends on the Country where they live, 
and their having, or not having to do with 
cunning or deſigning Men, whether they ſhall 
be involved in the groſſeſt Deluſions, or no. 
In ſome Places of the World they ſhall believe. 

D Things 
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Things contrary to all common Senſe ; that, 
for Inſtance, what they ſee, and feel, and 
taſte to be Bread, is Fleſh and Blood. Mens 
Humours. and Paſſions may work 10 upon, 
their Judgments, as to miſrepreſent or con- 
ceal the plaineſt Things, and make the groſ- 
ſeſt Errors paſs for divine Truths: Thoſe, 
who are governed by a ſurly, peeviſh Hu- 


mour, will repreſent Chriſtianity itſelf as 


giving Countenance to this, notwithſtanding 
its expreſly enjoyning Chriſtians to regoyce 
ever more, and to be * meek, peaceable 3, and 
courteous . Such as are Slaves to their Luſts, 
will even make a Shift to cauſe the pure 
Doctrine of Jeſus. Chriſt to ſpeak an Indul- 
gence to theſe : thus, they will repreſent to 
themſelves the Streſs which is laid on Faith; 
overlooking, in the mean Time, ſuch, De- 
clarations as theſe, than which none can be 
be plainer, that Faith purifieth the Hearts, 
and worketh Ly Love , that without Works, 
Faith is dead, that by Works is Faith made 
perfef, as to its ultimate Deſign 2. Such 
as being under the Power of Pride, Self- con- 
ceit, and IIl- nature, can't bear that others 
ſhould think differently from them, and want 
to execute their Malice and Reſentment 
againſt thoſe who preſume to do ſo, will 
* 1 Theſſ.v. 16. Matth. v. 5. 3 Heb. xii. 14. 


* 1 Pet. iii. 8. Acts xv. 9. © Gal. v. 6. 
James ii. 14,26. 6 
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find a Way to repreſent the Prince of Peace, 
and the Religion of Love and Peace, as pa- 
tronizing them in Wrath and Severity: To 
this End they will mifinterpret Chriſtian 
Zeal, and contending earnefily for the Faith 
- once delivered to the Saints *; and, in the 
mean Time, put their Thumb on innumer- 
able Declarations to this Purpoſe, that rhe 
Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, 
but 10 fave them + ; that the Wiſdom which is 
from above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy to 
be entreated, full of Mercy ( ; that the Ser- 
vant of the Lord muſt} not flrive, but be 
genthe unto all men, patient, in Meekneſs in- 
Aructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; that 
the Wrath of Man worketh not the Kiehte- 


ouſneſs of God 4+. 


Br to be thus careleſs, or enſlaved to 
human Authority, or to our Humours and 
Paſſions, is inconſiſtent with our being influ- 
enced by a prevailing Deſire to do the Will 
of God. Perſons of this Character, as I ſhew'd 
you, carefully examine what is preſented to 


them as a Revelation from God; having found 


its Pretenſions to be good, they ſearch into 
the Meaning of it, an 


* Fide ver. 3. + Luke ix. 56. 5 Fun. iil. 17. 
*#* 2 Thy. ii. 24,25. ft Fan. i. 20. 
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endeayour to acquaint 
themſelves with what is contained in it. 


They will take nothing upon Truſt from 


fallible 
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fallible Men, in Matters which, they are 
ſenſible, are of ſuch Importance to them; 
they are at Pains to diveſt themſelyes of all 
Prejudices ; and, as a Regard to God and 
his Will, does, in the Main, prevail over their 
other Paſſions, they, in the Main, get above 


Prejudice in forming their Notions: Now, 
being, at the ſame time, furniſhed with the 


proper Means of diſtinguiſhing Truth from 
Falſhood; it remains, that ſuch are in the 


certain Way of diſcovering the Truth, and 
getting clear of Miſtakes in all Matters of 


Neceſſity and Importance. But beſides, it 
appears from what has been ſaid, that Per- 


ſons of this Character are in a likely Way of 
getting gradually above even ſmaller Errors. 


In the continued Courſe of their ſerious and 


unbiaſſed Enquiries, the Truth will ſtill be 


diſcloſing itſelf to them apace; as they are 
ſtill ſearching into their own Hearts, in order 
to diſcover any Prejudice which may ſecretly 
influence them, they will, by this Means, 
become more and more fortified againſt the 
Influence of Prejudice, and arrive at a more 
ready and penetrating Faculty of finding out 
the Truth, and diſtinguiſhing Error and 
Falſhood. For further confirming this Point, 
let us obſerve, 


3. THAx thoſe who ſincerely deſire to do 
God's Will, are particularly qualified for 
diſcern- 
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diſcerning the principal Evidence'of a Doc- 
trine, or Syſtem of Doctrines truly divine; 
that is, its being, in itſelf, worthy of God, 
and ſuitable to his Perfections. It is thus we 
argue the Frame of Nature, and the ſettled 
Order and Courſe of Things to be the divine 
Production, as it carries in it the Characters 
of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. And, in 
the ſame Manner, may we diſcern a Revela- 
tion or Doctrine which is truly divine, by 
diſcovering it to be, in its Nature, ſuitable 
to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, wiſely 
calculated for promoting Goodneſs and Holi- 
neſs among Mankind; which is a Deſign, of 
all others, the moſt worthy of God, making 
at once the Glory and Happineſs of the rati- 
onal Nature. Now let us conſider, from 
what was formerly ſaid, what a fincere 
Defire to do God's Will is founded on, and 
includes in it. It takes its Riſe from Love to 
God; that is, the Love of perfect Goodneſs, 
which is the Thing that renders God perfectly 
. amiable: With this is joined the Perſuaſion, 
that the Will of God | muſt be ſuitable to his 
Nature; ſuch as, by the Practice of it, we 
ſhall be made to reſemble himſelf: And hence 
proceeds a ſtrong and prevailing Inclination 
to know and do his Will; ſo that this Cha- 
racer carries in it, a Taſte for Goodneſs, and 
a Senſe of its Beauty and Excellency, which 
is naturally accompanied with a ready Fa- 
culty 
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culty of apprehending any Part of true Good- 
neſs, and what has a Relation to it, or a 
Tendency to promote it, Wherever this is to 


be diſcovered. As he who is well acquainted 


with another's Character, naturally diſcovers 
his Style and Manner, in any Performance 
of his ;. ſo he who hath ſuch a Knowledge 
of God, as is the Foundation of a rational 
Love to him, readily apprehends and diftin- 
guiſhes what is God-like, To this Purpoſe 
are theſe Words of our Saviour, John vin. 47. 
Fe that is of God, hearzth God's Words. In 
like Manner, a fincere Lover of Chrift 1s, 
by this, qualified for diſcerning what does 
really belong to his Religion, as he hath a 
Taſte for finding out what is ſuitable to 
Chriſt, and worthy of him. Hence he him- 
ſelf ſays, John x. 4, 5. The Sheep follow the 
Shepherd, for they know his Voite ; and a 
Stranger will they not follow. And ver. 27. 


My Sheep hear my Voice, and they follow me. 


Thus, if any Man deſires to do the Will of 
God, he ſhall know of the Doctrine itſelf, 
from the Nature and Tendency of it, whether 
or not it be of God. oh _ 


4. PERSONS of this Character are further 
ſecured of diſcerning Truth from Error, by 
the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of Heaven. Such as 
are of a teachable Diſpoſition, concerned to 
enquire after the Truth diligently, and with- 

| out 
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out Prejudice, God will favour with effectual 
Aſſiſtance to their Deſires and Endeavours, 


and will not permit theſe to iſſue in fatal 


Error and Deluſion. To this Purpoſe are 
theſe Declarations in holy Writ, Prov. ii. 
1,—9. My Son, if thou wilt receive my Words, 
and hide my Command ments with thee; ſo that 
thou. incline thine Ear unto Wiſdom, and 7755 
thine Heart to Underſtanding ; yea, if thou 
crieſt after Knowledge, and lifteſi up thy 
Voice for Under ſtanding ; * ſeekeſi ber az 
Silver, and. ſearcheſt for her as for hid Trea- 
fares: Then ſhalt thou under land the Fear 
of the Lurd, and find the Knowledge of 


God: For the Lord giveth Wiſdom, out of his 


Mouth cometh Knowledge and Underſtanding ; 
he. layeth up ſound Wiſdom. for the Righteous, 
he 5 lah: the Way of his Saints.: Then 
ſhalt thou underſtand Righteouſneſs, and Fudg- 
ment, and Equity; yea, every good Path. 
Eccleſ. ii. 26. God: giveth to 4 Man that is 
good. in his Sight, Wiſdom, and: Knowledge, and 
Foy. Pſal. xxv. 8, 9. Good and upright is the 
Lord; therefore will he teach Sinners in the 
May: the Meek will he guide in Judgment, and 
the Meek will he teach his Way. Accordingly 
we are. encouraged by the Example of the 
Saints, in the Uſe. of our ſerious Endeavours, 
to pray to God, * Shew me thy Ways, O Lord, 
teach me thy Paths. + Open thou mine Eyes, 


* Pſal, xxv. 4. + & cxix. 18, 34. 
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that I may behold wondrous Things ont of thy 
Lam; give me Underſtanding, and I fhall keep 
thy Law. Thus, ſuch as are ſincere and 
well diſpoſed, ſhall be effectually preſerved 
from being overcome by dangerous Miſtakes 
in Religion, by the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the 
divine Spirit, accompanying their ſerious and 
unbiaſſed Enquiries : This ſhall gradually 
diſpel the remaining Clouds of Ignorance, 
which expoſe them to ſmaller Miſtakes, and 
be ſtill carrying them on to clearer and more 
diſtinct Views of God and divine Things. 


Ax p now, I come to make ſome Inferen- 
ces from what hath been ſaid. 


1. TAISs Point, which I have been ex- 
plaining and illuſtrating, ſerves to direct us 
in the Exerciſing that Part of our Charity, 
which conſiſts in thinking favourably of 
others: It teaches us, whom we are obliged 
charitably to judge to be in the Way of 
Truth. It is owned by all, in the general, 
that ſome Things are fundamental in Reli- 
gion and Chriſtianity, without the Know- 
ledge and Belief of which one can't be a 
good Man or true Chriſtian; that other 
Things are of leſs Conſequence, Ignorance 
of which, or Miſtakes about which, may 
conſiſt with a general good Character. But 
there is no ſmall Difficulty in giving a par- 
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ticular Determination, what Do&rines are, 
and what are not fundamental, On the one 
Hand, ſhould we make thoſe Doctrines fun- 
damental, which are not really fo; this muſt, 
in ſo far, reſtrain or confine us in the Exer- 
ciſe of that particular Affection which we 
owe to all who are ſincerely good, all u 
love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity, tho 
they may be involved in Miſtakes of ſmaller 
Conſequence. On the other Hand, there is 
a Danger in leſſening the real Weight and 
Importance of Doctrines: Not having that 
Regard to them, which is really due to them, 


may prove prejudicial to the Intereſts of 


Virtue and Goodneſs, with which they have 
a Connection. That which renders it more 
difficult to determine particularly in this 
Matter, is, that the ſame Things may be 
fundamental and neceſſary to one, which are 
not ſo to another: Some may require more 
Moti ves to influence them to Goodneſs than 
others, according to the particular Turn of 
their Minds, their particular Circumſtances, 
or the Strength of their vicious Habits : 
Some may be plac'd in fo fayourable Circum- 
ſtances, that their Ignorance of certain Truths 
can be owing to no other than a wilful Ob- 
ſtinacy in ſhutting out the Light, while others 
are not bleſſed with ſuch Advantages for the 
Diſcovery of theſe Truths. Beſides, in judg- 
ing of a Man's Character, from the Principles 
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he maintains, we are not to fix upon him all 
the Conſequences we may pretend to draw 
from them: We may ſee, or think we ſee, 
very bad and pernicious Concluſions deducible 
from his Principles, which he is not at all 
ſenſible of. What Way then, or where ſhall 
we fix in a Matter ſo critical, in which there 
is ſo much Danger in going too far on either 
Hand? Here is a plain Rule, by which to 
conduct ourſel ves in judging of others: 
Wherever we ſee in a Man's Behaviour good 
Evidences of a fincere Deſire to do the Will 
of God, that Man we may ſafely believe, and 
are bound in Charity to believe, to be, in 
the Main, in the Way of Truth. We can't 


make an immediate Judgment of the Diſpoſi- 


tion of his Mind; this is the Prerogative of 
the Searcher of Hearts: But does he, in his 
Conduct, give all the Evidences of ſuch a 
good Diſpoſition, which we can reaſonably 
expect? Does he conſcientiouſly act according 
to his Light, without being drawn. aſide 
from it by the Example, the Applauſes and 
Cenſures, the Smiles and Frowns of Men? 
At the ſame Time, is he diligent in his En- 


quiries? does he make uſe of all the proper 


Means of InftruQion? is he willing to receive 
all the Light from others which they can 
give him? does he ſubmit his Opinions to a 


free Examination, without taking it amiſs to 


be contradicted, but fairly conſidering every 
| | Thing 
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Thing that is propoſed to him? is he not 
aſhamed to own a Miſtake, when it is diſ- 
covered to him, and to acknowledge himſelf 
obliged to thoſe from whom he receives 
further Inſtruction? Then we have Reaſon 
to be perſwaded, that fuch a Perſon can be 
in no fatal Miſtake; that, if he holds Errors, 
which we can't help thinking dangerous, God 
will mercifully preſerye him from the Dan- 
ger of them; that he ſhall readily, at laſt, 
come to the Diſcovery of theſe, and that 
wherein he is yet otherwiſe minded, God ſhall 
in Time, reveal even this unto him; God will 
enable him, by theſe Means which he is 
engaged in the ſerious and diligent Uſe of, 
at laſt to find out the Truth. 


2. WHar hath been ſaid places a religi- 
ous Character on its true Foundation; and 
teaches us what we are chiefly to be con- 
cerned to find in ourſelyes, as we would juſtly 
conclude ourſelyes truly religious. It is not 
our being poſſeſſed of ſound Prineiples : This 
is not the Point, on which a religious Cha- 
racter chiefly turns; this is not the firſt Thing 
we are to have in our View: To think and 
believe well, is indeed of Importance; but it 
is for the ſake of another Purpoſe, our doing 
well. Tf ye know theſe Things, ſays our Sa- 
viour, Happy are ye, if ye do them, John xiii. 1 7 
This is the great Thing we are to have ir 
1 View: 
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View : A ſincere Diſpoſition to do God's 
Will, to practiſe what is good, this is the 
main. Thing in Religion. It is by this we 
are to judge of our Pretenſions to a religious 
„ e this is what we ought chiefly to be 
at Pains to cultivate and improve in ourſelves; 
and this Article of Faith, that a ſincere Diſpo- 
ſition, iſſuing in a good Practice, is the Main 
of a religious Character, this is among the 

rt of all ſound Principles. Then, next to 
our being poſſeſſed of ſuch a Temper of 
Mind, to have juſt Notions of Things, is of 
great Conſequence, for directing our Practice 
according to our Deſign; and our having 
ſuch a ſincere Deſign, will the beſt make 
Way for our attaining to theſe juſt Notions. 


3. WRA x hath been ſaid, leads us to 
reflect on one great Cauſe of the multiplied 
Differenee of Sentiments in the World, and 
particularly among Chriſtians, about Matters 
of Religion. It would be deſireable in ſeve- 
veral Reſpects, that we ſhould be more united 
in our Views: While there are ſo many dif- 
ferent Ways of Thinking among us, it is 
certain many muſt be miſtaken and all 
Truth is, in ſome Degree, valuable, and 
delightful in the Diſcovery ; it is certainly 
deſireable to get above any Miſtakes. Tho 
the Beauty and Glory of Chriſtian Charity 
chiefly appears in its being exerciſed amidſt 
| Differences 
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Differences of Opinion ; yet, were we more 
of one Way of 'Thinking, this would readily 
ſtrengthen our mutual Love and Affection; 
for it is natural for us to loye others ſo much 
the more, according as they more nearly re- 
ſemble ourſelves: This is one Thing which 
contributes to make Way for the moſt inti- 
mate Friendſhip, People's being much of a 
like Turn of Mind and Thought. Now, what 
hath been ſaid, points out to us one great 
Cauſe, why we are at ſo great Diſtance from 
this Union of Sentiments. Some Miſtakes, and 
conſequently /ome Differences there muſt be, 
while we are in this imperfect State: But, as 
I ſhew'd you, that a ſincere Deſire to do 
God's Will, muſt make Way for People's 
getting gradually aboye eyen ſmallerMiſtakes; 
we are led to infer, that one great Reaſon, 
why the World, and particularly the Chriſ- 
tian World, continue, after ſo many Ages, fo 
very much divided in their religious Opinions, 
is, that they are but little influenced by this 
fincere and honeſt Difpoſition of Mind. That 
this is Fact, is too evident: How few, among 
the various Denominations of Chriſtians, 
make a good Practice their Study; I am ſorry 
to ſay it, even among thoſe who profeſs the 
beſt Principles of Religion, and make the 
moſt ado about them? Many are blindly 
devoted to their Forefathers, and what they 
have been brought up in the Belief of; and 


this 
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this is the Principle which determines their 
Way of Thinking. Others, fond of being 
remarkable, affect to differ from their Neigh- 
bours at any Rate, and fill the World with 
fantaſtical Schemes. And many, under the 
Influence of their Luſts, adjuſt their Notions 
of Religion to their bad Inclinations. If it 
was not for ſuch Cauſes as theſe, whence 
ſhould it proceed, that there ſhould be fo 
much more Diverſity of Sentiments about 
Religion, which God hath made, in the 
Main, ſo eaſy, and in the Study of which 
we have ſo many Helps and Advantages for 
our continued Progreſs, than about any other 
Science, or the Affairs of any other Profeſſion 
whatever? How many different Religions 
have appeared in the World ! Into how man 
different Sects are Chriſtians divided; under 
each of theſe what Subdiviſions, and ſtill 
particular Perſons belonging to every one of 
theſe engaged in Diſputes! Were People 
more under the Influence of a ſincere Deſire 
to know and do God's Will, and diſpoſed 
by this to be impartial, diligent and conſtant 
in their Enquiries, they would be ſtill diſ- 
covering more and more of the Truth, and 
thus be daily coming nearer one another. 
This would make them, inſtead of tenaci- 
ouſly contending with one another for Vic- 
tory, W * receive Aſſiſtance from each 
other, 
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other, and ſo, by their mutual Help, meet 
at laſt in the Di of the Truth. 


4. ALL this ſerves for the Encourage- 
ment of ſincere and honeſt Minds, ſuch as 
come up to the Character in my Text, thoſe 
| who are are ſincerely deſirous to know and 
do the Will of God. You have no Reaſon, 
my Brethren, to be diſcouraged or perplexed, 
when you think of the infinite Variety of 
Sentiments of Religion which prevail among 
Mankind; being fecure of making your Way 
through theſe, to the ſatisfying Diſcovery of 
all neceſſary and important Truth, and of 
being preſerved from fatal Deluſions, and the 
dangerous Influence of any involuntary Er- 
rors. By the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, 
accompanying your ſincere Endeavours, you 
ſhall be ſtill riſing above your remaining 
Miſtakes, to clearer and more certain Diſco- 
veries of God and divine Things. Be encou- 
raged then to continue your Enquiries, and 
the diligent Uſe of all the Means of Know- 
ledge, in a Dependence on the divine. Aſliſt- 
ance; and in the comfortable Expectation of 
arriving, at laſt, at that Land of perfect 
Light, whence you will look down with 
Wonder and Surprize on theſe Clouds and 
Darkneſs which overſpread this lower World. 
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